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2 defire the Tree of know-- 
. 1 ge, but regard not the Tree of Life, 
tif we confider what Fruit z Cﬀee 
# at the Gnowledge of meſt Wen -pzg» 
” 1 8 in them, except it be to inable them 
F and diſcourſe to intrea ſe wit, 
Ito increaſe wealth, o2 to increaſe paide. 
I perhaps te increaſe Atheiſm, and to 
1. them the maze able and cun ning 
nargue againſt the Truth and power 
eiten not; the utmoſt of their 
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| Sls HE in doing his work, de will give 
ges at the latter end. But dz! 
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F 5 f Fol » which not ſeldem becames the 
bers tuint. 02Abfaloms Hair, which 
pan Omament wherewith he bangen 
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— woy of undping gur ſeldes: 
. unt, wen our knowledgs:makes us 
1 ;er;not! better ;- moz9 redekidug, Hot... 
1 me ſerviceable: as it is u Iſa, 47 
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ſed thee co.err, ( derp often this falls 
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wozft Ayz , ſo wit haut grafe there is 
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chat vſeth his talent of Knowlevge WelJit, 
he giveth: moe, ut tu them which 
not their knowledge well; math mit 
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the Ap ,1 Cor.4.10;yta,our Saviour 
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tei mad by his carnal hearers, Joio:207. 

Fr. 3. 21. to wozldly men. Chiſttan wiſdon 
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"the wildem of God is folifhae(s wirt 


. Cor. 1.18. thetetdze no viſparagemenc. 


| 1 leds ſervanits,if the wiſe men, 4 polititi⸗ 


Ins ＋ e wald tepute them fols: ne; any he+- 
x to-ſuch Senſualifts 5 .o reyutt f om 

eder, togiveſuch men their tut, 
Din fone kind of zull they out pt 9 


\ Kenz e if thep ate put ts ite 


emiſtoc les did whenvne * 
Mean 


Venter ole 7. U Paul, Ac. 26, 26 


bo 2 1 
. 


. F 5 
97 


wude n e ed Tute, 


: 25 Weber 6 
T gone ma by,” P, 


ure, 
| 2 — 9 at Tlie loweſt wh 
5 re Iren, or incline to the — 
gſhould melt the Sword; without maikilgl 44... 
Ari en in the Scabard : kill the Child in nc 
Sn never hurt the mother : how the Wah * 
ſhould ſtand upon a Reap, and yer not overflow 
* > earth: why the clouds aboye being heavy with 1 
mould not fall to the earth-ſudainly,ſecing every 
wdmiog deſo gendeth, except the reaſon which God gi 
Sen. . 5. Iob 38.8,to 22. Pſa 104. 9. But e . 
Myſtery of the Goſpel, and what it is to be born ai 
ad can give a ſolid reaſon of our ſaithy-we know 
God is reconeiled to us, the Law ſathſied for us 5 
- tins pardoned, our ſouls acquited,and thar we are in &.1 
vour.with God, which many of theſe with rheic gre; 
_ © Kearming,do not know, ang this the gadly are protz I's 
wiſerthien the wiſeſt Humaniſt that wants Grace, 
Pa ha de 1tvewi(e. the reaſons why'thl 
great knowers kndw nothing ; yer. as i 
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| tive knowledge for foal-wiſdom,and fovl-(in 
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prebly, Beoguſe they are proud, aud 8 ly 
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— zuld er nn 12 5 — 5 God, 5 Wihs. 
dof others. Sixthlybectuſe they cither ys or would 
& miſchief, | inſtead of goed, with their k dee. 
A $evently, becauſe they will not conſult with thę word 
bout it, nor adviſe with orhers that have alfeady ar- 
uincd ro it 2 or thus, they read and hear the Scriptures, 
it mind not (I mean Xhefpicituality of the word, ox 
ad, nd underſtand not, or underftand and remember 
5 or remember and practice not. No, this they inrend 
root the refi:and they that are unwiling to eyed 3 
65 unworthy to know. When the Serpent tauglie 
lege, he ſaid. if ye eat the forbiden fruir,your &yes' 
Il be opened, and ye ſhall know good and evil: but 
d teacherh another leſſon, and ſaith, if ye will not 
Nee ſorbiden fruit, your eyes ſhall be opened, and ye 
know good and evil. Ro. f 2.1 2. 119 o 100. 
1 ben do eat, you ſhall be like Images that have ears 
* cannot hear, Rom. 11. 8. Ifa. 6. 10. Mar. 13.1. 
. from an which reaſons we may tolles ot 4 
re are bat a ſow amongſt us that art wiſe 
4 1 Med, & ta purpole,foz theſe ſeven hindzances 3 
Wapltable to77 parts of men inþ Matten. 
® Beſides, if theſe great knowers know To little, how 
Joint are the rude rable, that deſpiſe all knowledge 
1 Jor t can it be denied but all lmpenitent perſons who. 
cer their profits and pleaſures before pleaſing of God 
J. N Netcat fools, for if they were wiſe ſaith Bernard;they- 
d foreſee the torments of Hell, and prevent them 

id fo wiſe are the godly, for they prefer Grace and © 2 
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2 . if any be defirous to get this ſpirirual aa e - =: 

nk dental knowledge, this divine and ſupernatural pe. 

e them obſerve theſe five Rules. 

* L P_- ſoch a ſoul reſolve to practice wharhe dork 

3 B 2 © already, * 
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For he that will co my Fathers will, ſairh our Same eig 
Jhall kvew the Doctrine, whether it be of God o aiſhen 
Joh. 7. T. A good underſtanding have all rliey that xe 
rhe Command went, ſaith Holy David, Pſa 111. 10% 
proves ir true by his own example and experience 
underſtopdſuith he, more then the Antient. and hecgi 
3 "wiſer then my Teachers, becauſe I kept thy Prece 
Pa 19. 97, to 100; Toa man that is good in his fig 
So giveth knowledge and wiſdom, Eccleſ, 2. 26. 
Ipfritusl man underfiandeth allthings ,- 1 Cor. 2. 
Mieked men underſiand not jud gement, bm they th 
- {eckthe Lord, underſtand all things, Prov. 28. 5. Ada 
= © able: encouragements ſor men ro.become. godly aj 
cCeoonſrientious: I mean practical Chriſtians. - + - | 
YT Secondiy, if thon wouldſt get this precious grace 
ang knowledge, the way is to be frequent in heat 
the word pre ached, and to become tindious- in- MM 
> Seripwres;for they. and they alone. make wiſe to ſalvaliſther 
dim, 2 Tim. 3. 15. Ve err, ſaith our Saviour, not khnowllogu 
* e Scriptures, Mat. 22, 29. We mult not i the ſear Ne ſt 
f heavenly matters eithet do as wiſe others da, nei deſi 


= ther muſt we follow the blind guide, carnal reaſon,g 
= the deceirful guide. cur corrupt hearts. but the unge 
dcdeiteable and inſallible guide of Gods word, Which 
rnthit ſeif; and great need there is, for as we can v 
Fperceive the fonlneſs of our faces, unleſs it be told us 
©. Werakea Glaſs and look our ſelves therein, ſo nei ind 
dme ſee cke blemiſhes of our ſouls, which is a nch 
RS. ble degree of Piritual-wiſdome'; but either God of 
make it known to us by his ſpirit, or we muſt cose 
ke ſame out of the Scriprore chat celeſſial glaſs hegen 
cthis alſo muſt be done by the ſpi: its help: Ther 05 Ive 
IThirdly, if thou wilt be ſop}-wiſe 2nd tiuly Profit 

Nudying the Scriptures, be frequen: & ſervent in p 

er to God he i the only giyer of it for the dieß e 
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any being accompanied with ſerrour and fer- 
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css yon may ſee, Math. 21. 22. If any want wiſdom 
Kein Sr, James let him ask of God who Sen 8 all 
een liberally, and reproacherh no man, and it ſhall be 
es him, lam. 1. 5. Mark the words, it is ſaid, if any, 
ereſore let no man deny his ſoul this comfortzagain 
aud have, it can not come on eaſier terms, yea God 
ems to like this ſuit ſo well in Solomon, as if he were 
N eoidiag to his Creature for wiſhing well to ic ſelf. 
ia vain do wee pect that alms of grace, for which 
do not ſo much as beg, bur in praying for wiſdome 
40 r pray for ic without putting difference, defire 
ao much brain knowledge as to be ſoul-wiſe,' and 
hen you will imploy your wiſdeme to the glory ofthe '-- 
ce. 90 er. Let thy hearts deſite be to know God in Chriſt, 
Chriſt in ſaich. faich in good works, to know Gods will. - 5 
th ha thou may ſt do ir,& before the knowledge of all o 
un things, deſire to know thy ſclf,and in thy ſelf, not 
owelomuch thy ſtrength as thy weakneſs, pray that hne 
2 t may ſerve thee as a commentary to help thee un- 
dſt id ſuch points of Religion as are moſt needſul g&- 


„ eceſſary and that thy life may be an expoſition of thy 
bend man , that there may be a ſweet harmony be- 
ch Gods word,rhy Judgment, & whole converſation, ©: | 
nun what the natural man knowerh by toat. thou mayſt 
adde by feeling the ſame in thine heart & pupae = 
mended e: perimental and ſaving knowledge is no leis 
onefdechen known, and I cannot tell how it comes, rathet 
or che abundance of the heart, than by ertream 
or rather is ſent by God unto good men, like th 
that was brought to Abraham , when he would 
lde Sacrifized his Son Iſaac. When Chriſt taught in 
Temple, they asked, how knoweth kckis man the 
rute, ſee ing he never learned then?So it is a von- 
eber Learning ſomę men have, that have no eatn- 
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eartiing ſay 


an 1 107 
eic 
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Will welieving ro be heard for his ſake, and that it be | 
inrercefſion of Gods own Spirit in you, and being 
15 ſenſible of your fins and wants,thar you chiefly p 
for the pardou of fin, the effuſion of grace, and for” 
| en of Gods Spirit, chat you may more Fifl 
believe more oundly tepenr,mone zealouſly do, M 
ps iently ſuffer, and more conſtantly perſevere iu 
pPractiſe and profeſſion of every duty: bur above all 
muſt know that as Samt ſons Companions could ue 
have found out his Ridle, if they had not plowed: 
huis Heſer, ſo no man can now the Sectets of Goc, 
by the Revelation of his Spirit, 1 Cor. 1 2. 8. Mat. 16 
Ves, Suppoſe a man he net inferiour ro Potrius off 
thagoxas, ho kept all things in memory that evert] 
had read. heard, or ſeen. To Virꝑil, of whom it is rep 
ed, that if all Sciences were loft they might be found 
gain in him. To Aben Era, of whom it is (aid; thi 
Knewledge had put out her Candle, at his Bras 
might light it again, and that his head Wasa Throul 
wildoto. Or jolephus Senliger, who was Skilled in 
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'Tanpuage> ; yer if he want the Spirit of God to 
Teacher, he is a Dunce tothe meaneſt and moſt H 
rare Believer. For one neceſſary and evcelleny Pere 
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rexcher he learnt the Councels c of tha Spie? 
n on Wo 9 08 08 One  - 
eh oply knows Gods Councch Lok. 25.15, Whidly 
e {mill privifedge., for the Scholrr learns quickly + 
ben the Holy Ghoſt is his Teacher. The eye lees di- 
joctly. when the Holy Ghoſt doch enlighten it, with - 


he {pirics helpghe means can never be too weak, with 
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r,never ſtrong enough, Luke 24. 44,4 - 


EFoorthly, Thou muſt get an humble conceit of thine- 
bur own ignorance. We muſt become fools in our own W 
opinion, before we can be truly wi e; as the Apoſtle 

{ir down, 1 Cor. 3. 18. And indeed the opinion of 1 
knowing, is one of the greateſt cauſes of ojt 


5 


lows wiidom. The Firſt ſtep to Knowledge, is to know 3 


e ſeck not aftet; yea, the very Firſt Leſſon of a 


05 ſiſtian is Humility ; He will teach the humble his 
Fg. 25.9. I. g. 6. And h that hath not 
ned the firſt le ſton, is not ft to take dut L 
: Pie is a great let to true wildom, 
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loud wits are refozmed, Joh. 9. 39. And uz 
Ws cauſe alſo did our Badiour pzopound bis 
bple. A heart ful of Pzive,(s like a veffel 

il bf pz. This lelf opinton muft be rk 
un ont ot us, befoze Saving knowledge 


ſi. 4.6: Whenee it comes to pals, that fen 


po Vil be poored into us, Thaift wil know none 


* humble, none but humble (culs truly 
low Chzift : now ß wap to become humble 
to take u ferious view of our wants. The - 

ons pzibe is much abated when ſheloks 
"the blackgeſs'dfher legs « ft: now ſup⸗ 


e we know never fo murh,yrc h wende 
* 3 : . 77 2 f T 4 now 
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Knowing ſo lictle, for what we pre ſume to have attaiv⸗- 


t 4% the 1 5 e why 
w 0 want, Pre. 1.8 . and the le 
are of our blindneſs, ftekneſs, ded 
the moze blind, ck and defozmed wen ati 
PFPilfthly, Thon muſt labour to ger a tue and 
nith, ſor as without faith we cannot pleaſe Gol i 
= Without Faith no man can Know God. Faith: 
= * clearly beholds thoſe. things which, ir e 
both from ß epe of ſenſe, & the eye al rt 
Job. 12.46. Unregenerate meu þ want f 
are like Sampſon without his guide, 91 
. Polyphemus, who never had bit one ek, 
>. that Uliſſes put out, fo; ſo doth the plealmj 
A 5 0 +euſtom of fin blind p (enſuaiifi:we mult hy 
mass lifted above nature, to (& « lode thi 
+> - above nature;heavenly Wilbom, to \@h 
-\-denly Truth, oz elſe p Truch which is ſav; 
wil be co us a mpfecp, Mark 4. 11. if it 
4 ner ſolichneſs, i Cor. 2.7, 8. To them 5 
'E 7 +1 vu the. 'Edſpel is hid, 2 Cor. 4.314. Whg 
- | Us the Believer diſcerns all things,et 
= 0 p.things of Gad, 1 Cor; 2. 10, Pes, 
1 2 Jiveth dim a mouths wildem, age inſt w 
* is Adberſarics hall not be able tolh yp 
3 22 an, Luk. 21. 15. 
4 Five ſteps that lead us ft 
; Jal Wiſdom, which al mult a { g 
tt mean to enter. tn anfiver; 
FT =. guſtp what-hath ben lald, 451 
eee al Nags: 
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